
 
DELAWARE COUNTY INTERMEDIATE UNIT 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
February 2, 2022 

 
Session Information 
At 2:59 p.m. on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, the House stands adjourned until Monday, February 7, 2022, at 12:00 
p.m., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker.  
At 2:50 p.m. on Wednesday, January 26, 2022, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, February 7, 2022, at 1:00 
p.m. unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
Feb. 7-9, March 21-23, 28-30, April 11-13, 25-27, May 23-25, June 7-9, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
Senate 
Feb. 7-9, March 28-30, April 4-6, 11-13, May 23-25, June 6-8, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Hearings 

• Senate Democratic Policy Committee, Tuesday, February 1: Public hearing with Senator Lindsey Williams 
to highlight and draw solutions for the staffing crisis in K-12 public education. 

• Governor’s Budget Address: Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022 (Although details of the plan are not available, the 
governor has stated publicly that his priority will be education funding.) 

• House Education: February 9, 2022, 9:00 a.m., Room 140, Main Capitol - Joint public hearing with House 
Appropriations Committee on the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education regarding their report 
pursuant of Act 50 of 2020. 

• House Appropriations budget hearing with PDE: March 7 
• Senate Appropriations budget hearing with PDE: March 10 

 
News and Updates 
 
Gov. Wolf Executive Order to Increase Minimum Wage.  Gov. Tom Wolf accelerated the timeline for an 
executive order that will raise the minimum wage for state employees to $15 an hour, his administration announced 
Tuesday. This moves up the original timeline from 2024 to Jan. 31, 2022. The move follows the governor's initial 
March 2016 order to raise minimum wage to $10.15 hour, and another order to increase it to $12 an hour in July 
2018. The Wolf administration has consistently called for minimum wage to be increased for all workers to $15 an 
hour. The Republican-led legislature does not support that steep of an increase, and the governor expressed hopes 
that private employers will do it on their own. Opponents argue that raising the minimum wage too high would scare 
away business and damage the state's economy. Pennsylvania currently has a lower minimum wage than its eight 
closest neighboring states. 
 
Impact of the Pandemic on Student Mental Health. From the very first waves of school closures and lockdowns in 
2020, the pandemic significantly damaged children’s mental health in ways teachers are still coping with and 
researchers are still struggling to understand. A new analysis of research across 11 countries including the United 
States in the journal JAMA Pediatrics finds widespread anxiety and depression among those 19 and younger in the 
earliest days of the pandemic, exacerbated by greater screen time and less physical activity, and coupled with fewer 
adult supports to ensure children stayed out of dangerous situations. “These immediate, visible consequences of 
school closures are harbingers of long-term outcomes, including decreased life expectancy for U.S. schoolchildren,” 
the doctors wrote. “Children are resilient, but this resiliency requires individual support, systemic scaffolding, 
societal investment, and scientific research into the short-, medium-, and long-term impacts of the pandemic on 
children.” Read the rest of the story: “New Research Shows How Bad the Pandemic Has Been for Student 
Mental Health” (from Education Week, 1/18/22). 
 
Safe Schools Grants. Governor Tom Wolf recently announced that $8 million in competitive Safe Schools 
Targeted grants has been awarded to 303 local education agencies (LEA) to increase school safety by purchasing 
equipment, enacting new programs, and hiring security personnel and school resource officers. Under the program, 
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2788069
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/new-research-shows-how-bad-the-pandemic-has-been-for-student-mental-health/2022/01?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=64279479&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/fundinggrants/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/fundinggrants/Pages/default.aspx
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the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s (PDE) Office for Safe Schools offers four types of targeted safety 
grants: equipment grants of up to $25,000; program grants of up to $20,000; School Police Officer (SPO) grants of 
up to $40,000; and School Resource Officer (SRO) grants of up to $60,000. Seventy-eight LEAs received equipment 
grants totaling $1.74 million; 39 received program grants totaling more than $583,000; 24 received funding to hire 
school program officers totaling approximately $949,000; and 29 LEAs received grants to hire school resources 
officers totaling nearly $1.6 million. Additionally, 132 intermediate units received funding for equipment totaling 
nearly $2.6 million, and $670,000 was awarded to 53 intermediate units in program funding. (from a press release) 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 324 Langerholc, W. (R) Now Act 1 
Fostering a Smooth Transition for Graduation. Amends the Public School Code, in pupils and attendance, 
providing for assisting students experiencing education instability. Adds a new section providing that beginning in 
the 2021-22 school year and each school year thereafter, a school entity receiving a student who has experienced 
education instability shall assign a point of contact to the student experiencing education instability who may be a 
third party; develop policies and procedures to apply full or partial credit for coursework that is satisfactorily 
completed at, and reflected in the student's records from, a prior school entity by a student that enrolls at the 
receiving school entity; not penalize a student for a school uniform or dress code violation related to a delay in 
obtaining a uniform; waive all fees that would otherwise be assessed against the student; and allow the student to 
participate in any school-sponsored or extracurricular activity for which the student meets placement and 
qualification requirements. Provides for the duties of the point of contact and for the Department of Education. 
Provides for consultation with a student's individualized education program and that the school shall comply with 
laws for a student with a disability. Effective immediately. Signed in Senate, Jan. 18, 2022. Signed in House, Jan. 
11, 2022. Presented to the Governor, Jan. 18, 2022. Approved by the Governor, Jan. 26, 2022. - Act No. 1 
 
SB 527 Regan, M. (R) 
Automatic EITC Increases. The bill amends the School Code to automatically increase the Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) caps by 25% each fiscal year 
when at least 90% of the respective available tax credits are claimed in the previous Fiscal Year. The amendment 
makes the bill effective in the 2022-23 school year. would automatically increase the EITC and OSCT caps by 25 
percent each fiscal year, starting in Fiscal Year 2022-23, if at least 90 percent of the respective available tax credits 
are claimed in the previous fiscal year. Reported as amended from Senate Education with all Democrats voting 
in opposition, Jan. 19, 2022.   
 
SB 934 Dush, C. (F)  
Displaying the Preamble of the Constitution of Pennsylvania in Schools. The Display of the Preamble of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania Act requires the governing board of each school entity to display the Preamble of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania at the entranceway of each school building. Provides the display shall take the form of, 
but is not limited to, a mounted plaque. Further provides the display may include artwork as the result of a school 
contest, which may be prominently displayed in each school building. Effective in 90 days. Rereported as 
committed from Senate Appropriations with Senators Tim Kearney (D-Delaware), Nikil Saval (D-
Philadelphia), and Sharif Street (D-Philadelphia) voting in the negative on Jan. 25, 2022. 
 
SB 935 Martin, S.  
Displaying the Preamble of the Constitution of Pennsylvania in Schools. The Display of the Preamble Act 
requires the governing board of each school to display the Preamble of the Constitution of the United States at the 
entranceway of each school building. Provides the display shall take the form of, but is not limited to, a mounted 
plaque. Further provides the display may include artwork as the result of a school contest, which may be prominently 
displayed in each school building. Effective in 90 days. Reported as committed with Senators Tim Kearney (D-
Delaware), Nikil Saval (D-Philadelphia), and Sharif Street (D-Philadelphia) voting in the negative on Jan. 25, 
2022. 
 
HB 232 Mustello, M.  
Allowing School Districts to Change their Names. Amends the Public School Code adding language allowing a 
school district to change its name by a vote of the local board of school directors of the school district and the 
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approval of the Department of Education. Specifies a school district of the third class that is located within the county 
of the fifth or sixth class may change its name by a two-thirds vote. Effective immediately. Third consideration and 
final passage in the House (200-0), Jan. 24, 2022.  In the Senate it was referred to Education, Jan. 25, 2022. 
  
HB 844 Rowe, D. (R) 
Public Employee Privacy. The bill would amend Section 705 of the Public Employee Relations Act (Act 195 of 
1970), to prohibit social security numbers and home addresses of public sector employees from being proper subjects 
of collective bargaining. Reported as committed from House Labor and Industry Jan. 25, 2022.  
 
HB 845 Rowe, D. (R) 
Collective Bargaining Transparency. The bill would require any proposed public employee collective bargaining 
agreement to be made available on the public employers’ publicly accessible Internet website within 48 hours. The 
proposed agreement must be posted online two weeks prior and thirty days following the signing of the collective 
bargaining agreement. The posting must include a statement of the terms of the proposed collective bargaining 
agreement and an estimate of the costs to the public employer associated with the agreement. In addition, the bill 
would establish that proposed collective bargaining agreements and any documents presented by the public employer 
or received from the employee organization in the course of collective bargaining are to be public records subject to 
the Right-to-Know Law. Reported as committed from House Labor and Industry Jan. 25, 2022.  
 
HB 1330 Ortitay, J. (R) 
Supplemental Online Course Initiative. The bill establishes a two-phase implementation schedule for an online 
course clearinghouse, which would first offer free courses related to content tested by the Keystone Exams. In the 
second phase, the clearinghouse would also offer other approved online courses aligned with PA education standards 
from providers, subject to purchase through contract. HB 1330 also requires the PDE to construct the clearinghouse, 
provide information to users about each course, and offer the opportunity for school entities to provide feedback and 
a rating for such courses. In addition, the bill would provide public schools with the flexibility to utilize courses 
made available through a school entity, the clearinghouse, or any other source. When a school entity decides to offer 
students the opportunity to participate in online courses, the bill would require the school entity to establish its own 
policies and procedures governing eligibility and participation and make parents and students aware of the 
opportunity. Finally, the bill provides for an application development and approval process, parameters for 
purchasing courses, penalties, and the issuance of a report regarding the program. Reported as amended from 
House Education Jan. 24, 2022.  
 
HB 1867 Boback, K. (R) 
Purple Star School Program. The bill establishes a Purple Star School Program in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania that will recognize schools that provide strong services for educational transition issues of military 
families. Under the program, schools will be designated as Purple Star campuses if they demonstrate military-
friendly practices and meet certain requirements such as: having a military liaison staff member; a webpage on the 
school’s website that includes resources for military students and families; and, professional development training 
opportunities for staff members on issues relating to military students. Reported as committed from House 
Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Jan. 24, 2022.  
 
HB 2042 Klunk, K. (R) 
Employee Rights Notification. The bill would require notification of employee rights as follows: 1) Public 
employees who are not union members would be notified annually that they are not required to pay any money to the 
union unless they agree to do so, and 2) New employees for public jobs would be notified of their right to choose 
whether or not to join the union – and of their 1st Amendment right to not pay any funds to an organization they did 
not consent to support. In addition, the bill would repeal two state laws that require public employees to pay fair 
share fees if they do not join the union. Reported as committed from House Labor and Industry Jan. 25, 2022.  
 
HB 2045 Ortitay J. (R) 
Early Literacy Program. Amends the Public School Code adding a new section providing beginning with the 2021-
22 school year, the Department of Education shall conduct a program with school districts that volunteer to 
participate according to the implementation of professional development and applied practice in the science of 
reading as selected school district personnel provide in-class demonstration, modeling and coaching support to 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=844
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=845
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2042
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improve reading and literacy outcomes. Further provides for the duties of the department. Effective in 60 days. Third 
consideration and final passage in the House (201-0), Jan. 10, 2022. In the Senate it was referred to Senate 
Education Jan. 11, 2022. 
 
HB 2048 MacKenzie, R. (R) 
Political Contributions. The bill would prohibit payroll deductions from public sector employees for political action 
committee (PAC) contributions. Reported as committed from House Labor and Industry Jan. 25, 2022.  
 
HB 2148 Miller, B (R) 
Public Notice Requirements. The bill allows a political subdivision that pays to advertise a public notice in a 
newspaper to also advertise that notice on the Internet and, in the event that the newspaper fails to publish the 
advertisement in a timely manner, provides that the Internet advertisement (a “redundant” advertisement) is 
considered timely published provided the political subdivision can show proof that it purchased the newspaper 
advertisement in a timely manner. (The bill initially pertained only to municipalities.) Third consideration and final 
passage in the House (200-1) Jan. 11, 2022. In the Senate it was referred to Local Government, Jan. 12, 2022. 
 
HR 163 Mackenzie, R. (R) 
Public School Training Mandate Study. The resolution directs the Joint State Government Commission to 
establish an advisory committee to study all of the training mandates for public school educators in federal and state 
law or regulations; prepare an assessment of all training mandates in state law or regulations and identify any 
duplicate federal and state training mandates; evaluate any potential negative impacts of eliminating certain training 
mandates in state law or regulations; and include any recommendations relating to eliminating any training mandates 
in state law or regulations. The Commission would be required to issue a report of the advisory committee’s findings 
and recommendations to the House of Representatives no later than 18 months from the adoption of the resolution. 
Reported as committed from House Education Jan. 24, 2022. 
 
HR 166 Boback, K. (R) 
Legislation – Expanding the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children. 
Resolution urging the State Council on Interstate Educational Opportunity for Military Children and the Military 
Interstate Children's Compact Commission to expand eligibility in the Compact to non-active members of the 
National Guard and Reserve. Amended and Adopted, Jan. 26, 2022 (201-0). 
 
New Legislation 
 
SB 1015 Aument, R. (R) 
Education Savings Accounts During Pandemic. Establishes the Pandemic Education Savings Account Grant 
Program within the Department of Education. Allows a parent of a school-age child to apply for an account upon 
meeting several requirements, guidelines for application forms, the review and approval process; provides the 
account shall be administered by the education secretary; provides the number of eligible funds, qualifications for 
education expenses, accountability standards for participating entities, the duties of resident school districts, and for 
legal proceedings. Provides the department shall annually post a listing of all participating entities on its website. 
Allows the department to develop guidelines as necessary for the program's administration within 10 days of the 
effective date. Provides related definitions. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to Senate Education 
Jan. 11, 2022.  
 
SB 1028 Stefano, P. (R)  
Purple Star Designation. Amends the Public School Code, in professional employees, establishing the Purple Star 
School Program to identify schools with military connected students. The Department of Education shall designate a 
public school a purple star school if the school applies and qualifies for the program by meeting established criteria. 
Provides the department may issue rules and regulations for the establishment and operation of the program. Provides 
related definitions. Effective in 180 days. Introduced and referred to Senate Veterans Affairs & Emergency 
Preparedness Jan. 25, 2022.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2048
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2148
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SR 217 Phillips-Hill, K. (F)(R) 
School Director Recognition Month. Resolution designating the month of January 2022 as "School Director 
Recognition Month" in Pennsylvania. Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Rules and Executive 
Nominations Jan. 22, 2022. 
 
HB 2180 Miller, D. (D)  
Inclusion Beyond the Classroom. Amends the Public School Code removing the current language in section 1371 
relating to definition of children with exceptionalities; reports; and examination and inserting new language requiring 
each school district superintendent to do the following: on or before the 15th day of October of each year, and 
thereafter as cases arise, secure information and report to the Department of Education on children with 
exceptionalities within the school district who are determined to be in need of special education services or programs; 
and no or before the 15th day of May of each year, secure information and report to the Department of Education on 
all extracurricular activities in grades six through 12 within the school district and the participation rate of children 
with exceptionalities in each extracurricular activity. Provides the superintendent may not report any personal or 
otherwise identifying information regarding any student who participates in an extracurricular activity. Further 
provides definitions of "children with exceptionalities" and "extracurricular activity." Effective immediately. 
Introduced and referred to House Education Jan. 27, 2022. 
 
HB 2245 Mihalek, N. (R) 
Empowering Parents with Pandemic Relief Grants. Amends the Public School Code, establishing the Pandemic 
Relief Grant Program and the COVID-State Fiscal Recovery Restricted Account; and imposing powers and duties on 
the State Treasurer. Parents with school-age children in a public school that has implemented COVID mitigation 
efforts that are incongruent with a child’s health or educational needs will be eligible to receive Pandemic Relief 
Grants. These grants will provide one-time funding in a restricted-use account to offset costs associated with 
choosing an educational alternative that meets their child’s individual health and learning needs. The accounts would 
be administered by the state Treasurer, much like the existing 529 program, with all funding coming from the 
American Rescue Plan Act funds. Pandemic Relief Grants could only be used by families for students’ health and 
education needs like COVID mitigation supplies, tuition, tutoring, online classes, curriculum, tuition, counseling, and 
services for students with special needs. Introduced and referred to House Education Jan. 14, 2022.  
 
HB 2247 Young, R. (F)(D) 
Pennsylvania Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program. Act establishing the Pennsylvania Teacher Loan Forgiveness 
Program. Under the program, qualifying teachers could receive up to $40,000 in loan forgiveness in exchange for 
serving in a Pennsylvania school for a minimum of four years. Introduced and referred to House Education Ja. 
14, 2022.   
 
HB 2273 Gleim, B. (R)  
State Board of Education Academic Standards Review Schedule. Amends the Public School Code, in the State 
Board of Education, defining "department" as the Department of Education and updating language throughout to 
reflect this definition. Provides for academic standards review; tasks the board to establish a schedule for the review 
of all academic standards within 90 days of the effective date, and that the standards be reviewed every three years. 
The board shall ensure the quality of the standards, report their findings to the education committees of the Senate 
and House, and follow directions of the General Assembly through a concurrent resolution. Effective immediately. 
Introduced and referred to House Education Jan. 24, 2022. 
 
HB 2289 Kail, J. (R) 
Multiple Charter School Organization Reform. Amends the Public School Code, in charter schools, providing a 
charter school or regional charter school seeking renewal shall provide notice of intent to renew a charter to the 
authorizing local board of school directors no later than November 1 of the final year of the existing term. Provides if 
the local board elects not to renew the charter, it shall commence revocation or non-renewal proceedings within 30 
days of the receipt of renewal intent notice, but if the local board does not commence proceedings the charter shall be 
renewed for five years. Updates language to reflect this provision. Effective in 90 days. Introduced and referred to 
House Education Jan. 27, 2022.  
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Cosponsor Memos 
HCO2628 Gleim, Barbara(R) (Cumberland) Requires the education board to establish a schedule for the review of all 
academic standards at least every 3 years. The board will determine if standards are appropriate, clear, industry-
specific, challenging, and meeting job needs.  
SCO1346 Ward, Judy (F)(R) (Blair) Develops the Lifeline Scholarship which will be available to families living in 
the lowest-achieving school districts so that students within those districts will be able to pursue an education that 
meets their needs. 
HCO2645 Mako, Zachary(R) (Northampton) Provides a property tax rebate of up to $5,000 for those 65 and older 
with an annual household income of $60,000 or less and increases the Sales and Use Tax by one-half percent. 
HCO2652 Mackenzie, Milou (F)(R) (Lehigh) Considers amending the Constitution to directly fund each child's 
education at the school they choose, ensuring money follows the child so educational freedom and opportunity is 
accessible for all families. 
 
National and Federal News and Updates 
 
Federal Court: Temporarily Reinstating a Mask Mandate. A judge in a federal class-action lawsuit brought 
against the Perkiomen Valley School District in the wake of its lifting of a mask mandate in school buildings has 
issued a restraining order requiring the mask mandate be reinstated last Thursday through Feb. 8. As a result, “all 
students, staff, and visitors are required to wear masks when in our school buildings or as part of extracurricular 
activities, participating or spectating,” Superintendent Barbara Russell wrote in a letter sent home to parents 
Wednesday morning. “The mask requirement extends to any committee meetings, community education classes, and 
all activities being held in our school buildings. If your child has a district-approved mask exemption, it will continue 
to be honored,” Russell wrote. The lawsuit was filed Jan. 21 by Lafayette Hill attorney Carmen A. DeGisi on behalf 
of the unnamed parents of an unnamed student at Perkiomen Valley “and a class of similarly situated disabled 
children who are at severe risk of illness and injury due to their disabilities.” Read the rest of the story: “Federal 
Judge Reimposes Mask Mandate on Perkiomen Valley Schools” (from The Pottstown Mercury, 1/27/22). 
 
Federal Budget. Congress is negotiating FY22 appropriations in order to fund the government after the current 
continuing resolution (CR) ends on February 18. We have heard that Congress is likely to pass a short-term CR 
before February 18 and expects to pass full FY22 appropriations in late March.  
 
Federal Education Policy. U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona trumpeted his support for teachers last 
Thursday, while also pushing for more resources and backing for educators and children. In a speech laying out 
his vision for education nearly a year after he took office, Cardona named specific goals and challenges for district 
leaders involving school counselors, reading, and more. Echoing long-standing Biden administration positions, he 
called for increases in federal funding for Title I programs to support economically disadvantaged students and for 
special education. Read the rest of the story: “Miguel Cardona Tells Teachers ‘I Know You’re Tired’ in Speech 
Outlining Major K-12 Goals” (from Education Week, 1/27/22). 
 
Parent Rights Movements and School Board Takeovers. The parent rights’ movement, which began in earnest 
about half a year ago, is showing no signs of abating as parents who won their school board races take office in the 
new year and start proposing changes — while still others begin plotting future runs. No comprehensive data 
captures the scope of this parent-led effort, but the groundswell appears to be massive: According to the political 
database website Ballotpedia, there were 91 recall attempts lodged against 235 school board members nationwide in 
2021, a huge spike from the average of about 30 recall attempts every year since 2009. A Washington Post review of 
websites and social media accounts identified more than 180 active parent groups in at least 34 states, the vast 
majority of them formed within the last two years to push for greater parental involvement in public-school education 
— and many of which fielded or supported candidates in last year’s elections. In a December video titled “School 
Board Bootcamp,” Clarice Schillinger of the Back to School PA PAC said her group promoted 210 parent 
candidates just in the state of Pennsylvania, 60 percent of whom won their races. Read the rest of the story: “Parent-
Activists, Seeking Control over Education, Are Taking over School Boards” (from The Washington 
Post, 1/19/22). 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/01/27/federal-judge-re-imposes-mask-mandate-on-perkiomen-valley-schools/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/01/27/federal-judge-re-imposes-mask-mandate-on-perkiomen-valley-schools/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-cardona-lays-out-vision-education-america
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/miguel-cardona-tells-teachers-i-know-youre-tired-in-speech-outlining-major-k-12-goals/2022/01?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=64288686&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/miguel-cardona-tells-teachers-i-know-youre-tired-in-speech-outlining-major-k-12-goals/2022/01?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=64288686&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://vimeo.com/655475722?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=5017295
https://vimeo.com/655475722?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=5017295
https://www.backtoschoolpa.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/01/19/parents-school-boards-recall-takeover/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/01/19/parents-school-boards-recall-takeover/
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